[Relationship between structural brain abnormalities and psychopathologic profile in patients with schizophrenia].
Aim of this study was to determine the presence of structural brain abnormalities, dynamics of psychopathology three and seven years after the first hospitalisation and correlation between them. We examined 59 first admitted schizophrenic patients. We used computed tomography to examine structural brain abnormalities and BPRS-LA to measure the psychopathology level. CT and BPRS measures were both completed 3 years after the first admission. 7 years after the first admission the psychopathology level was measured with BPRS. We observed spaces in the brain and cortical sulci widened in 55 subjects (93%). The most commonly met structural brain pathology was a widening of the IIIrd ventricle and frontal cortex pathology. Assessment of the dynamics of psychopathology shows stability of the negative syndrome and increase of the positive syndrome and general psychopathology between the third and the seventh year of the illness. Three years after first admission, structural brain pathology in the left temporal cortex and frontal cortex correlate with the overall level of psychopathology measured with BPRS-LA, but this correlation vanishes in seventh-year catch-up. Seven years after first admission subcortical cerebral pathology, especially in the subcortical frontal area correlate significantly (p < 0.01) with a lower level of positive symptoms.